Banco Chinchorro is an oceanic atoll-like reef system located 30 km off the eastern coast of the Yucatan Peninsula, Mexico. Chinchorro has an ellipsoid shape with a main axis of 46 km and a transverse one of 15 km ( fig. 1A) . The system is bordered by a continuous coral reef barrier along its eastern margin; the barrier is discontinuous along the leeward margin. It has a relatively shallow reef-lagoon with maximum depths on its southern sector (de Jesús-Navarrete, 2003) .
Banco Chinchorro has been considered to be one of the most important sites for the capture of the spiny lobster, Panulirus argus (Latreille, 1804) in the Mexican Caribbean (Arceo et al., 1997; Sosa-Cordero, 2003) . The system is known also as a spawning ground for the queen conch, Strombus gigas Linnaeus, 1758 (cf. de Jesús-Navarrete, 1999 . This reef complex has been declared recently as a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve (Suárez-Morales & Camarena-Luhrs, 2003) . There are no previous data on the local distribution and abundance of the planktonic larvae (phyllosomas) of the lobsters, particularly of P. argus, a local resource already under exploitation (Sosa-Cordero, 2003) .
We present the first analysis of the phyllosomas of Chinchorro based on the examination of 44 zooplankton samples collected in different areas of this reef complex ( fig. 1A) . Surface samples were obtained at nighttime and only during new moon periods in September 1999 (10 samples), March 2000 (6 samples), and June 2001 (28 samples). Zooplankton was obtained by using a standard plankton net (0.5 m mouth diameter, 0.33 mm filtering mesh); the volume of water filtered during each trawl averaged 48 m 3 . The lobster larvae were sorted out from the 
